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Exalted Rulers Message 

Texas Hold’em Deep Stack Tournament Saturday 
February 17th 1:00 p.m.  

$30 Buy In - $10 Bounty (Third Saturday of every Month) 

How do you celebrate your birthday?   Having had one recently, I had a quiet dinner and a glass of wine.  
After all, when you get older, the celebrations seem to diminish.  But what if you are celebrating 150 years of ex-
istence?  That is what we, as Elks, are celebrating this month.  February 16, 1868 was the birth of the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks.  While the Grand Lodge is planning a celebration to mark the event, we should all 
take a moment to reflect on our mission as Elks and what the future holds for our Lodge.   

As Elks, our mission is to inculcate the principles of Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love and Fidelity; to rec-
ognize a belief in God; to promote the welfare and enhance the happiness of its Members; to quicken the spirit of 
American patriotism; to cultivate good fellowship; to perpetuate itself as a fraternal organization, and to provide 
for its government, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of the United States of America will serve the 
people and communities through benevolent programs, demonstrating that Elks Care and Elks Share. 

As for the future of our Lodge, that is in YOUR hands.  Findlay Lodge #75 needs your help in order to 
continue our mission.  I continually ask for your support of our new building fund, our charitable endeavors, and 
our Lodge activities.    
 If you would like to witness the Grand Lodge’s 150th  celebration, go to elks.org and watch the live 
streamed event planned for February 16th.  A better way to celebrate would be to come to the lounge that evening 
for a rib, chicken, or shrimp dinner.  Music will be provided by Scott Shaull.  We will even have a birthday cake 
to celebrate our 150th! 
 Yes February, the shortest and probably coldest month of the year, is also an exciting time to be an Elk.  
We have many Lodge activities planned.  We will also be electing our officers for next Lodge year.  Come to 
Lodge on February 22nd to witness the Past Exalted Rulers initiate a new class of members.  

 We are approaching the end of this Lodge year, and our membership is close to being at least plus one for 
the year.   Let’s finish the year strong by asking a family member or friend to fill out an application to become an 
Elk.   

See you at the Elks, 
Chuck Wilson 

ATTENTION!!! If you want to CONTINUE TO RECEIVE the Gaz Elk by mail you MUST NOTIFY 
US! This will be the LAST Gaz Elk mailed IN BULK. To continue receiving the Gaz Elk by first 
class mail you may call the lodge at 419 422 2442. You may call or text Jeff Jenson at 419 889 
5527. You may also send back the slip that will be in your dues renewal packet that will be sent 
in February. A recent audit of the mailing list revealed that over 60 on the list have passed away 
or are no longer members. The list was barely over the minimum required for bulk mailing and 
without those people will be well under the minimum. 



From the Secretary’s Pen 

 

BENEVOLENT & 
PROTECTIVE ORDER OF 

ELKS 
 

Lodge #75 
 

OFFICERS 2016 - 2017 
 

Chuck Wilson...…..….Exalted Ruler 
Bill Spraw…… ……..Leading Knight 
Pete Mazzara.....……...Loyal Knight 
Chris Chilcote….....Lecturing Knight 
Shawn Craft PER………..Treasurer 
Jeff Jenson PER….……...Secretary 
Jim McMaster PER..……….Esquire 
Rich Palmer……....…….....Chaplain 
Jim Kennedy...…..…....Inner Guard 
Paul Heilman………..………….Tiler 
Pat McCaffrey PER-Alternate to GL 
Organist………………..Brent Beggs 

 
 

TRUSTEES 
 

Pete Reynolds PER...……....1 Year 
John Sidorski PER................2 Year 
Bob Skaggs……......…….…..3 Year 
Tracy Kennedy..………….....  4 Year 
Pat McCaffrey PER………….5 Year 

 
HOME ASSOCIATION 

 
Vaun Wickerham……….…………...President 
Tod Houk……….……………...Vice President 
Jason Reimschusel…….Secretary/Treasurer 

 
 

HOME ASSOCIATION TRUSTEES 
 

Paul Heilman…………………………..1 Year 
Eric Stacy………………………………1 Year  
Vaun Wickerham……………………...1 Year 
Jeff Schimmoeller……….. ...…………2 Year 
Brian Logsdon…………………………2 Year 
Jason Reimschusel…………………...2 Year 
Tod Houk………………………………     3 Year    
Dan Scherf……………………………..3 Year 
Denise Heilman………………………..3 Year  

Monday:    4PM to11PM 

Tuesday:   4PM to 1AM 

Wednesday:   4PM to11PM 

Thursday:   4PM to 1AM 

Friday:   4PM to midnight 

Saturday:              CLOSED 

FINDLAY ELKS LODGE 

 

Sunday - NFL Season - Open At 1:00  

 
 
 
 

Are you registered to be an organ donor?  Visit 
www.donatelife.net and sign up now.  Elks Care, Elks Share. 

The winter has dug in and soon the dues notices will be mailed. If you want to get the weekly 
emails of what is coming up and what is going on in our Lodge, or you know someone who wants 
to get the emails, please send me an email to jff_jenson@yahoo.com so I can add you to the email 
list. The meeting on February 8th will be the night for officer nominations. The meeting on the 
February 22nd will be the officer elections for next year. 
 
Soon you will receive your member dues notice in the mail. Please pay your dues promptly, as 
dues income is the single most important source of revenue we have. The Lodge thanks you very 
much for supporting the great things we do in the community. Dues are $129 for the full year and 
$64.50 for half of the Lodge year. Life members pay $69 per year. You may have noticed the dues 
are up $1. That is an increase in the assessment from the Grand Lodge, it is not an increase in 
lodge dues.You may write a check to BPOE 75 and mail it to PO Box 208 Findlay 45839-0208. 
You may drop your dues off at the Lodge. I have a box in the lounge on the chest freezer. You can 
visit www.findlayelks.org and pay your dues and the other charitable things ONLINE! Of course 
cash is good as always. 
 
During the meeting of January 11 the lodge didn’t initiate anyone and approved the memberships 
of Gerald Brickner and Robert Whitaker.  Being an Elk has made a positive contribution to your 
life. Now it is time to pay it forward and help out someone else improve their life by becoming an 
Elk. 
 
We remember our absent members who passed away during this Lodge year. The list includes 
Fred McCarty, Ralph Tabor, Gordon Mills, Robert Wall, Fred Spieker, Jim Elsea, Robert Emer-
son, Dick Baker ,Ron Haynes, Bill Jaqua, Bill Freemyer and Ed Railing. Let’s hope it doesn’t get 
any longer. Their faults lie upon the sand but their virtues are written on the tablets of love and 
memory. 
 
It pays to come to Lodge! On January 11th John Tinsman was drawn but he wasn’t present so he 
lost out on $45. On January 25th, George Whitson was drawn but he wasn’t present so he was a 
loser of $50. Come to Lodge so you can win. There will be two meetings in February on the 8th 
and the 22nd. There will be an initiation by the Past Exalted Rulers on the 22nd. It is always im-
pressive so come to lodge and see it. 
 
See you at the Lodge 
Jeff Jenson PER 
Lodge Secretary  



Home Association Update  
 
The Elks 75 Home Association met along with key lodge officers on January 11.  Denise Heilman 
was chosen by the HA trustees to fill the unexpired term of Kevin Richardson, and Vaun Wicker-
ham was elected to serve as HA president.  All HA members were present, and both votes were 
unanimous. 
 
In addition to filling the vacancies and discussion on the monthly budget items, the focus of the 
meeting was the new lodge build.  We all look forward to the day we open the doors, but as we all 
know, the Elks must raise funds to make it happen. 
 
There is approximately $45,000 remaining in HA building funds, which does not include money 
collected for engraved paver bricks, nor does it include any uncollected pledges.  There is approxi-
mately $35,000 in contracted amounts outstanding on the build to date, leaving about $10,000 to 
dedicate immediately to the project. 
 
The HA identified immediate needs that can be achieved within that budget.  The most important is 
the installation of gutters and spouting to direct spring rainfall water away from the building, as 
well as finishing siding. The siding is paid for but we are waiting on cooperative weather. Other 
work also continues. A volunteer crew led by new HA trustee Denise Heilman just painted the new 
lodge room. 
 
The HA also identified other construction expenses necessary for Lodge 75 to begin using the new 
building, which includes carpeting, baseboards & moulding, interior doors and trim, and the 
lounge bar.  Outside of these items, completion of the front entrance way and sidewalks will be 
necessary to make the hall attractive and help to generate revenue. 
 
Project manager and HA Trustee Eric Stacy is compiling a cost estimate for our remaining ex-
penses to open the new lodge doors to members, which will be our next fund raising goal mile-
stone. Further improvements will continue as we generate donations post-opening. That goal 
should be available after our next HA meeting in February and will be the subject of our March 
Gaz-Elk update. 
 
Another necessary and immediate project is to move all the items in storage into the new building.  
There is a lot a lot to move, but we need it now. Everything from bar chairs to refrigerators to our 
historical items we wish to display, as well as chandeliers, the deceased member tablets, and the 
beautiful cherry wood from the downtown lodge room.  We need volunteers to assist with the 
move, which is scheduled for Saturday, February 17.  It will take all day – starting at 8 AM. We 
hope to see you there. 
 
Together we will get the new building open! 

The Findlay Elks Home Association 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

Super Bowl Party Sunday February 4. This will be as it has for many a year. Everybody bring a dish and 
have some fun Go Packers..Wait they aren't going to make it this year. More details to come. 
  
The Elks Hoop Shoot is moving onto the state level. And we have another young man advancing to the 
state competition. Remember Brock Makaracy from last year? Well this year it is Sam Ernst son of UF Basketball 
coach and Elks member Charlie Ernst. It is February 16-17 in Gahanna. See Bill Spraw if you want to go and 
root for Sam!  
  
Annual Elks Beach Bash Concert for Charity Saturday February 10. Once again featuring the Reunion 
Band playing their unique rock and roll from the 60's and 70's. Last year we raised over $7,000 for charity and 
this year we hope to do better. Be sure to wear your Hawaiian shirts, shorts and flip flops to kick winter out the 
door. All the fun starts at 7PM with Dustin Hites (remember the time he played by the pool last summer?). The 
Reunion Band takes the stage at 8PM 
Our next RIB NIGHT is Friday, February 16th. Bring your Valentine out for a delicious meal and enjoy the 
musical talents of Scott Shaull. Ribs, chicken and shrimp dinners will be served from 5:30 to 7:30 and Scott will 
be playing from 7:30 to 10:30. Since this date also marks the 150th anniversary of the founding of the BPOE, 
we are having birthday cake as well! Come out and join us!  
 
Sign up now & support Awakening Minds Art & enjoy a night of Paint & Partake this Thursday 5/31/18 
from 6-7:30. We will have a seasonal cocktail & cupcakes. This is for 21 and over. All paint supplies are in-
cluded.  
RSVP IS REQUIRED and can be done online at www.PaintandPartake.org 
   
Euchre night is changing to game night!! We are going in a different direction for the Wednesday night card 
game at the Elks. Once everyone gets there, the people there will decide what they want to play. It could be 
other card games, it could be euchre, it could be board games. Whatever the group decides. If there are enough 
people there, there could be multiple games played. So I hope to see you all out at the Elks tonight and every 
Wednesday for some fun and games!  
  
2018 Ohio Elks Buckeye Bucks Calendars. 
Many of you purchased a calendar in the past and we hope that you will purchase a 2018 calendar. The cost is 
only $20. This will give you 728 chances to win $50 - $500. You don't need to keep track of anything; if you win 
the money is sent directly to you. The calendar numbers are tied to the Ohio Lottery Pick 4 contest. We have a 
few calendars with the number 75 in that four-digit number! 
 If you would like one, call or text Jeff Jenson at 419 889 5527 or stop by the Elks Lounge.   
  
If you would like to join the Elks Entertainment committee and participate in the planning of the Elks 
Rummage Sale (tentative schedule in March), have a great idea for a new activity / event, or would like to be 
added to the Volunteer Email group,  please contact Denise Heilman or Tracy Kennedy.  New committee mem-
bers and ideas are always welcome! 
 
Ballroom dance lessons on Tuesday evenings  from 6:30 to 8:30 PM.  
Doors open at 6:00pm, limited bar service available.  
  
Lessons are $10 per session ($8 for students) or $35 for a 4 session discounted package.  
  
This is an ongoing class with no stop date. Go to the North Ridge Banquet Hall at The Elks Facebook pages for 
weekly updates on dances being taught.   
  
Cash only 
No partner required! 
No experience needed! 
Just come & have fun!  
North Ridge Banquet Hall At The Elks  
 
The building fund needs your help!! Since Chuck's letter went out over $31,890 has been raised! That is fan-
tastic! Keep it up. Lets get the funds raised to finish the beautiful new building. You can get a paver brick with 
your name or your family name on it. It will last forever. See Jim Kreiling for more information. 



 

The GAZ-ELK is published monthly by BPOE Lodge #75  

 
 

Submission Deadline is on the 25th of each month 
 
 
 

Phone 419-422-2442   Fax 419-422-3373 Send email to: printin1@yahoo.com 

HOOP SHOOT 
 

On January 14, 2018 the Elks Just Say No To Drugs Findlay Lodge #75 Local Hoop Shoot competition was held at 
the University of Findlay.  A total of 37 shooters from 8 schools competed. A total of 1146 students (609 boys, 537 
girls) in our jurisdiction participated.  
The winners in each category are as follows: 
 
  8-9 Boys 
    First Place  Isaac Stoner        Arcadia        18 shots 
    Second Place Peyton Beilharz    VanBuren          16 shots 
 
    10-11 Boys 
    First Place  Ryan Montgomery      Wilson Vance      21 shots (5)  
    Second Place Jacob Gerken        Liberty-Benton    21 shots (4) 
     
  12-13 Boys 
    First Place  Sam Ernst            Glenwood          18 shots 
    Second Place  Mason Holman          McComb            16 shots 
 
    8-9 Girls  
    First Place  Liberty Voges        Arcadia          15 shots 
    Second Place Alexa Shinn          Jacobs            12 shots 
     
    10-11 Girls 
    First Place  Lindsay May          St. Micheal’s      15 shots 
    Second Place Easton Myer          VanBuren        11 shots 
     
    12-13 Girls 
    First Place  Riley Irwin          Liberty-Benton  20 shots   
    Second Place Miranda Wells        McComb            9 shots 
 
      (Scores in parentheses indicate shots made in 5 shot tie breaker shootouts.) 
 
Winners advanced to the Northwest District Competition January 14, 2018 at 1:00 PM  in Findlay at the University 
of Findlay Croy Gymnasium. 
 
Special thanks go out to Elks volunteers, Jim McMaster, Ken Bahler, Chuck Wilson, Brad Redman, Pat McCaffrey, 
Phil Lawson, Roger Haseley, Kim Peplinski and student volunteers Paige Peplinski and Savannah Richards. Thanks 
also to Greg Gilbert (UF) and members of the UF Men’s basketball team who assisted at the baskets. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Bill Spraw 
Findlay Lodge #75  
Local Hoop Shoot Director 
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February 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

January 28 January 29 January 30 January 31 1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 March 1 March 2 March 3 

Texas Hold’em  
DeepStack 

1:00pm  

Ladies 
Bridge 
1 p.m. 

Ladies 
Bridge 
1 p.m. 

Ladies 
Bridge 
1 p.m. 

Texas Hold'em 
($40 buy in) 

6:30 pm 

Texas Hold'em 
($40 buy in) 

6:30 pm 

Texas Hold'em 
($40 buy in) 

6:30 pm 

Lodge 
8:00 p.m. 

House  
Committee 

8 p.m. 

Texas Hold'em 
($40 buy in) 

6:30 pm 

Game Night  
   7:20 p.m. 

House  
Committee 

8 p.m. 
Music of Scott 

Shaull 
7:30-10:30 

Ribs by Kim 
5:30PM to 

7:30PM Texas Hold'em 
($40 buy in) 

6:30 pm 

Ladies 
Bridge 
1 p.m. 

Ladies 
Bridge 
1 p.m. 

Lodge 
8:00 p.m. 

Game Night  
   7:20 p.m. 

Game Night  
   7:20 p.m. 

Game Night  
   7:20 p.m. 

Game Night  
   7:20 p.m. 

House  
Committee 

8 p.m. 

Annual 
Beach Bash 

7:00 pm 

Super 
Bowl 
Party 


